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SUBJECT: MFA ALERTS EMBASSY TO KIDNAPPING THREAT 

1. ACTING DIRECTOR PAWLISZEWSKI OF MFA DEPARTMENT III 
(NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA) CALLED IN THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
ON MARCH 19 TO INFORM HIM THAT THE GOP HAS RECEIVED A 
REPORT THAT ARAB TERRORISTS ARE PLANNING TO KIDNAP AN 
AMERICAN DIPLOMAT IN POLAND WHO WOULD BE HELD UNTIL 
ROBERT KENNEDY'S ASSASSIN, SIRHAN SIRHAN, IS RELEASED 

FROM PRISON. PAWLISZEWSKI SAID THE GOP DOES NOT ATTACH 
MUCH CREDIBILITY TO THE REPORT, BUT WISHED TO SHARE IT 
WITH US. HE ADDED THAT ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
RECEIVED WOULD BE PASSED TO US IMMEDIATELY. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, PAWLISZEWSKI SAID THE GOP 
WAS NOT TAKING ANY SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS BECAUSE IT WAS 
CONVINCED THAT ITS SYSTEM OF LAW AND ORDER WAS ADEQUATE 
TO DETER WOULD-BE TERRORISTS AND TO HANDLE ANY PROBLEMS 
OF THIS NATURE THAT MIGHT ARISE. HE SAID THAT ONLY A FEW ARAB 
TOURISTS VISIT POLAND AND THAT THERE ARE VERY FEW ARAB 
STUDENTS RESIDING IN POLAND. HE DECLINED TO SPECULATE ON 
THE PROCEDURES THE GOP WOULD FOLLOW IF SUCH A KIDNAPPING 
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3. THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR OBSERVED THAT WE HAD NOTED 
EARLIER THE SAME DAY THAT THE AUTHORITIES AT OKECIE AIRPORT 
WERE REQUIRING ALL DEPARTING INTERNATIONAL PASSENGERS TO 
PASS THROUGH ELECTRONIC ANTI-HIJACKING DETECTION GATES, 

WHEN NORMALLY WEEL OVER HALF OF ALL INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS 
WERE BOARDED WITHOUT SUCH PASSENGER CHECKS, WHICH PREVIOUSLY 
WERE ADMINISTERED ONLY UPON THE REQUEST OF AIRLINE REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF THE STRICTER CONTROLS AT OKECIE AND IMPLIED 
THAT THIS WAS NOT RELATED TO THE KIDNAPPING REPORT. 

4. COMMENT: WE THINK IT STRANGE THAT ARAB TERRORISTS WOULD 
ATTEMPT A KIDNAPPING IN A COMMUNIST COUNTRY WHERE POLICE 
CONTROLS ARE HIGHLY DEVELOPED AND CENTRALIZED AND WHERE 
SUPPORTING AND CONCEALING SUCH AN OPERATION BOTH BEFORE AND 
AFTER THE ATTEMPT WOULD BE EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT. NEVER- 
THELESS, THE FACT THAT THE MFA HAS CHOSEN TO ALERT US AND 
THE HEIGHTENED ANTI-HIJACKING CONTROLS AT WARSAW AIRPORT 
SUGGEST THAT WE SHOULD AT A MINIMUM TAKE NORMAL PRECAUTIONS. 
WE HAVE ADVISED ALL AMERICAN PERSONNEL IN WARSAW. POZNAN, 

AND KRAKOW TO BE ALERT TO THIS THREAT AND TO REPORT IMMEDIATELY 
TO THE EMBASSY AND TO THE POLISH POLICE ANY UNUSUAL PRE- 
SENCE OR MOVEMENT OF PERSONS OF VEHICLES NEAR THEIR 
RESIDENCES. 
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